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Amaranth Soil Management Facility Inc. - Corporate Overview 
 
Amaranth Soil Management Facility Inc. ( the" Company") is a corporation set up to purchase 
the Amaranth Township Landfill Site (upon the issuance of an acceptable amended Certificate 
of Approval), remove the waste that was previously disposed at the Site, transform it into a soil 
management facility, and operate the soil management facility. 
 
The shareholder and director of the Company is Wilf Goldlust who has had significant 
experience in the solid waste management business. 
 
The L Group Holdings Ltd. (the Latner family) is the financial investor in this enterprise.  The 
Latner family has a 60-year history as business owners, builders and an extensive track record 
of working with municipal and other government partners. 
 
 
Amaranth Soil Management Facility – Project Description 
 
Rationale: 
 
In 2006, the Province of Ontario brought into legislation the Places to Grow Plan for the Greater 
Golden Horseshoe.  The aims of this plan are as follows: 
 
 Revitalize downtowns to become vibrant and convenient centers 

 Create complete communities that offer more options for living, working, learning, 
shopping and playing 

 Provide housing options to meet the needs of people at any age 

 Curb sprawl and protect farmland and green spaces 

 Reduce traffic gridlock by improving access to a greater range of transportation options 

 
A cornerstone of this plan is a requirement that 40% of all new growth occur through 
intensification by: 
 
 Redevelopment of abandoned lots or brownfields 

 Infill development in space between existing buildings 

 Expansion or conversion of existing buildings 

 
In the spring of 2007, the Ontario government announced comprehensive reforms that reaffirm 
the government's commitment to put more brownfields into productive use while safeguarding 
public health and safety. 
 
Clearly brownfield redevelopment will play a critical role in meeting these aims, objectives and 
targets.  While a significant percentage of impacted soil can be remediated and re-used on site 
or in the construction of public infrastructure a considerable volume will need to be removed 
and placed in a secure, properly designed and regulated storage facility. 
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Some of the largest sources of potential brownfield soil include a number of the Pan American 
Game facilities sites scattered throughout the Greater Golden Horseshoe area, the Toronto 
Waterfront and in the City of Hamilton. 
 
The economics of brownfield redevelopment already presents a significant fiscal challenge.  The 
cost of soil remediation and removal are a component of this challenge.  Technologies continue 
to improve to successfully remediate soil.  However, accessible approved disposal sites within a 
100 km radius of the source will also play an important role.  The lack of storage capacity will 
slow or alter the economics of brownfield development and in the worst case scenario, lead to 
illegal dumping or inappropriate disposal of this material. 
 
The Township of Amaranth will benefit from this enterprise in several ways, including up front 
and ongoing financial compensation, removal of the existing waste and transfer of closure 
responsibility.  
 
 
Project Concept: 
 
Amaranth Soil Management Facility Inc. has developed an innovative public-private 
partnership proposal to develop a state-of-the-art soil management facility with a "willing host" 
municipality (the Project). 
 
The concept is to re-engineer, re-permit and re-construct an existing municipal waste 
management site.  The Amaranth landfill site has been in operation for nearly 34 years.  The 
advantages of this proposal are as follows: 
 
 Create a Provincially-approved and regulated soil remediation and storage facility 

 Re-engineer, to contemporary standards, an existing 34-year old facility 

 Create improved and enhanced site environmental management and buffers 

 Reduce and potentially eliminate existing impacts on adjacent environmental features 

 Transfer the costs of ongoing site maintenance from the local taxpayer to the private sector, 
freeing up limited fiscal resources for other community uses 

 Provide an initial capital return and ongoing revenue stream to the municipality 

 
As such, the Project being proposed by Amaranth Soil Management Facility Inc. is to establish a 
provincial soil management facility at the Amaranth Township Landfill Site (Site).  The Project 
will require amending the design of the Site to accept up to five million m3 of solid 
non-hazardous waste limited to soil, soil mixture, construction and demolition waste and land 
clearing debris for treatment and/or disposal.  The Site will operate five and a half days per 
week. 
 
The Project contemplates the removal of approximately 50,000 m3 of non-hazardous domestic 
waste and enhancement of ecological features in the area of the Site. 
 
To that end Amaranth Soil Management Facility Inc. proposes to acquire the Site from the 
Township of Amaranth. 
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Site Information: 
 
The Amaranth Township Landfill Site is a 29.1 ha (72 ac. ±) municipal waste disposal facility 
located at 434354 4th Line, Pt. E ½ Lots 16 and 17, Concession IV, Township of Amaranth, 
Dufferin County.  The Site is located midway between the towns of Orangeville and Shelburne, 
approximately 7 km west of Highway 10.  See Figure 1, "Site Location Map” ", attached. 
 
The Site is licenced under Certificate of Approval (C of A) No. A180403 with a maximum 
approved capacity not to exceed 150,000 m3 (including waste, daily cover and final cover) from 
within the Township of Amaranth.  As of January 14, 2010, the Site reportedly contained 
approximately 50,075 m3 of waste and cover soils located within an approved 3.7 ha (9 ac.±) 
waste disposal area within the approved Site.  According to the Township of Amaranth, waste 
was first received at the Site in September, 1977. 
 
Upon implementation of the Project, Township municipal waste currently going to the Site will 
be re-directed to a Dufferin County facility (the County of Dufferin has assumed responsibility 
for the establishment, operation and delivery of waste collection and treatment programs and 
services for the County of Dufferin and all its constituent lower-tier municipalities, including 
the Township of Amaranth) or to an alternative approved waste disposal facility elsewhere. 
 
Figure 2, attached, illustrates the existing Site. 
 
 
Key Project Components: 
 
 Preparation of updated hydrogeologic characterization and impact assessment for the Site 

and Site area 

 Technical discussions with Grand River Conservation Authority (GRCA) and other 
agencies, as necessary (e.g., Ministry of Natural Resources) re: protection and enhancement 
of off-Site wetlands/forested areas and preparation of an Environmental Impact Study (EIS) 
and related studies 

 Preparation and submission of a "focused" individual Environmental Assessment (EA) 
(including Terms of Reference) in accordance with the Environmental Assessment Act and 
related regulations, policies, Codes of Practice and Guides 

 A public and agency consultation program including consulting with appropriate 
Aboriginal communities 

 Preparation of updated Site design in the form of a comprehensive design and operation 
plan per Ontario Regulation 232/98 

 Preparation of a storm water management plan in accordance with the requirements of the 
Ontario Water Resources Act 

 Preparation of environmental monitoring programs 
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Following approval of the Environmental Assessment by the Minister: 
 
 Preparation and submission of an application for amendment to C of A (Waste) 

No. A180403 under Section 27 of the Environmental Protection Act 

 Preparation and submission of an application for a C of A (Air and Noise) under Section 9 of 
the Environmental Protection Act 

 Preparation and submission of an application for a C of A (Industrial Sewage Works) under 
Section 53 of the Ontario Water Resources Act 

 Preparation and submission, if and as necessary, of application(s) for other external 
approvals 

 Preparation of a Financial Assurance Plan 

 
and, following the issuance of the C of A's and any necessary external approvals for the Project: 
 
 Enhancement of the natural wetlands in the area of the Site. 

 Exhumation of in situ municipal waste and transportation of that waste to another approved 
waste disposal facility elsewhere.  Retrieved cover soils will be retained for use as future 
on-Site cover material. 

 Construction of new Site facilities, including initial cell excavation, establishment of related 
surface water and groundwater management systems, installation of monitoring wells and 
Site operations, structures and facilities. 

 
Figure 3, attached, illustrates the integrated process proposed for achieving approvals under the 
Environmental Assessment Act, Environmental Protection Act and Ontario Water Resources Act.  
 
 
Conceptual Site Design Components 
 
The Conceptual Design of the Site has the following key components: 
 
 30 m buffer zones around the north, west and south boundaries of the Site and a 100 m 

buffer zone along the eastern boundary of the Site 

 The soil management facility, located in the 100 m buffer zone in the eastern part of the Site, 
near the 4th Line 

 A soil stockpile area (i.e., for temporary storage of soils excavated during cell construction) 

 A surface water management system, with retention ponds located in the buffer zones 

 Four soil disposal cells, with Cell #1 being located in the western part of the Site, Cell #2 
immediately to the east of Cell #1, Cell #3 to the east of Cell #2 and finally Cell #4 located 
adjacent to the soil management facility 

 Groundwater monitoring wells and surface water monitoring stations located throughout 
the Site 

 Site security fencing, gating and signage 

 Maintenance and enhancement of tree plantings for visual screening 
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Upon receipt of the amended C of A the following key operations will be undertaken: 
 
 Clearing and grading of Cell #1. 

 Establishment of the soil management facility in the easterly buffer zone of the Site, closest 
to the 4th Line. 

 Excavation of Cell #1 and stockpiling of excavated soils. 

 Upon receipt of solid non-hazardous waste limited to soil, soil mixture, construction and 
demolition waste and land clearing debris at the Site for treatment and disposal each 
departing truck will be loaded with exhumed municipal solid waste from the existing waste 
disposal area.  That waste will be taken to an approved waste disposal facility elsewhere. 

 When Cell #1 is full it will receive final cover and grading and Cell #2 will be excavated and 
readied to receive treated soil. 

 If any of the in situ municipal solid waste remains upon completion of Cell #1 it will 
continue to be exhumed and removed as described above until all waste has been removed 
from the Site. 

 Upon completion of Cell #2, Cell #3 will be readied for use and filled, followed by the final 
Cell #4. 

 Upon completion of Cell #4 the entire soil disposal area will receive final grading and cover, 
including herbaceous vegetation, and the soil management facility will be decommissioned 
and all equipment removed from the Site. 

 Completion of soil treatment and disposal activity will mark the beginning of the Site 
closure and long-term monitoring programs, whereby the Site will be formally closed as per 
the requirements of the C of A and semi-annual monitoring and reporting to MOE 
(including groundwater, surface water and other Site features and conditions) will continue 
for a period of time prescribed in the C of A. 

 Potential truck access routes will be studied during the Environmental Assessment, in 
consultation with the public, the Township, County of Dufferin and agencies, and one or 
more preferred access routes will be selected for inclusion as part of the undertaking for the 
EA. 

 
Figure 4, attached, is a Conceptual Site Plan.  Figure 5, attached, is a Conceptual Cross Section, 
A – A’.  The final engineered design will differ in detail from this concept as it is refined 
through the Environmental Assessment and C of A approvals processes in the months to come 
but the concept will remain the same. 
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NOTES 
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