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The City of Baton Rouge initiated a project in 1999 to construct a railroad overpass along a roadway 
leading into the downtown area. The project area encompassed a 10-block stretch of the roadway 
consisting of residential and commercial properties, many of which had been developed since the 
early 1940s.  
 
CRA was awarded a contract to conduct Phase I Environmental Site Assessments (ESAs) at 32 sites 
which were to be purchased by the City for the project. The Phase I ESA findings identified 19 sites 
with “recognized environmental conditions” and required further investigation. Phase II ESAs were 
conducted at these 19 sites. The results of the Phase II ESAs revealed subsurface impacts at 10 sites. 
The constituents of concern were primarily hydrocarbons. Previously undocumented underground 
storage tanks (USTs) were found at many of the sites. CRA provided oversight for the removal of the 
USTs; by the end of the program 22 USTs had been removed.  CRA also began addressing the soil 
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